
ORDINANCE NO. 0-80- 4 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A PUBLIC SAFETY TAX, THE PROCEEDS 

OF WHICH WILL BE DESIGNATED TO FUND THE OPERATIONS OF THE FIRE 

DEPARTMENT AND POLICE DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY OF CONWAY, ARKANSAS: 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Conway has determined the 

need for adequate fire and police protection for the City of Conway; and 
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WHE:REAS, there is declared a need for a revenue source to be styled 

a Public Safety Tax; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has found and determined that the expense for 

the provision of adequate police and fire protection may best be borne by the 

persons who require that protection; and 

WHEREAS, these revenues from the Public Safety Tax shall be designated 

for the operations of the Fire and Police Departments and used in conjunction 

with other revenues for the maintenance of the public peace, safety and welfare. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CONWAY, 

ARKANSAS : 

Section 1. That a Public Safety Tax whose resources are designated 

for the operation of the Fire Department and Police Department is hereby 

established. 

Section 2. That the said Public Safety Tax is hereby levied on all 

persons, corporations, businesses and other legal entities who are served 

by metered electric service and/or water and sewer service within the 

corporate limits of the City of Conway, Arkansas and shall be included on 

the monthly utility billing by the Conway Corporation in the following amounts: 

Residential Customer $ 1.50 per month 

Commercial Customer $ 5.00 per month - Industrial Customer $10.00 per month 

Section 3. That the definition of residential, commercial, and 

industrial customer shall be that definition and classification employed by 

., the Conway Corpbration for its electric service billing purposes. 

Section 4. That the Public Safety Tax shall be due and payable at the 
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same time as and ir, conjunctionwith the Conway Corporation monthly billing 

The Conway Corporation shall remit to the Treasurer of the City of Conway all 

collections once a month less an administrative fee which shall be set 

initially by the Conway Corporation and may be adjusted as necessary. 



Sec t ion  5.  It i s  hereby dec l a r ed  a  misdemeanor f o r  any person ,  

co rpo ra t i on  o r  o t h e r  l e g a l  e n t i t y  s u b j e c t  t o  t h i s  t a x  w i th in  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  

l i m i t s  of  t h e  C i ty  of Conway t o  f a i l  and /or  r e f u s e  t o  comply wi th  any 

p rov i s i ons  of t h i s  o rd inance  and upon conv i c t i on  s h a l l  be f i n e d  i n  an  amount 

of no t  l e s s  than  Ten ($10) d o l l a r s  nor  more than  One Hundred ($100) d o l l a r s .  

Each f a i l u r e  and/or  r e f u s a l  t o  comply w i th  t h e  p rov i s i ons  of t h i s  o rd inance  
-, 

s h a l l  be deemed a  s e p a r a t e  o f f e n s e  and a  s e p a r a t e  f i n e  may be a s se s sed  upon 

conv i c t i on  f o r  such s e p a r a t e  o f f e n s e .  

Sec t ion  6.  That a l l  p rov i s i ons  of t h i s  o rd inance  a r e  dec l a r ed  t o  be 

" s eve rab l e  and t h a t  should any p o r t i o n  hereof be found t o  be i n v a l i d  f o r  

whatever reason  t h e  remainder of t h i s  o rd inance  s h a l l  none the l e s s  remain 

e f f e c t i v e  and i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t .  

Sec t ion  7 .  That t h i s  o rd inance  r e q u i r i n g  payment of a  Pub l i c  Safe ty  

Tax s h a l l  e x p i r e  and become n u l l  and void and no l i a b i l i t y  hereunder  s h a l l  

a r i s e  a f t e r  December 31, 1982. This  c l a u s e  s h a l l  n o t ,  however, ba r  c o l l e c t i o n  

by whatever means deemed necessa ry  and au tho r i zed  h e r e i n  o r  e lsewhere  of any 

t a x  o b l i g a t i o n  accrued dur ing  t h e  per iod  be fo r e  December 31, 1982. 

Sec t ion  8 .  That should t h i s  Ordinance be i n a c t e d  by r e c e i v i n g  a  m a j o r i t y  

of t h e  v o t e s  c a s t  on i t  i n  t h e  Spec ia l  E l e c t i o n  on t h e  25th day of March, 1980, 

and should proposed Ordinance No., be i n a c t e d  i n  l i k e  manner i n  s a i d  

e l e c t i o n ,  then  t h e  Ordinance r e c e i v i n g  t h e  g r e a t e r  number of " fo r"  v o t e s  

s h a l l  be e f f e c t i v e  and t h e  Ordinance r e c e i v i n g  t h e  l e s s e r  number of " fo r"  

v o t e s  sha1.l be n u l l  and vo id .  

Sec t ion  9. That t h e r e  i s  hereby found and dec l a r ed  t o  be an  immediate 

need f o r  t h e  improvement of p o l i c e  and f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  d i r e c t l y  b e n e f i t  

t h e  pub l i c  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  and we l f a r e  of  t h e  C i t y  of Conway and t h e  

i n h a b i t a n t s  t h e r e o f ,  and t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of inc r6ased  revenue through t h i s  

Ordinance i s  immediately necessa ry  f o r  t h e  accomplishing of t h e s e  p u b l i c  

b e n e f i t s  and purposes .  It i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  dec l a r ed  t h a t  an emergency e x i s t s  

and t h i s  Ordinance being necessa ry  f o r  t h e  immediate p r e s e r v a t i o n  of t h e  

publ ic  peace,  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  and we l f a r e  s h a l l  be i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t  

immediately upon and a f t e r  i t s  passage by v o t e  of t h e  people  a t  a  s p e c i a l  

e l e c t i o n  c a l l e d  f o r  t h a t  purpose when t h e  r e t u r n s  therefrom a r e  c e r t i f i e d  

by competent a u t h o r i t y .  




